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General Information 

 

Company and Contact 

Filing Fees 

Project Name: 2017 Plan 65 Group Rating Factors Status of Filing in Domicile: Not Filed

Project Number: PL65GRP2017-2018 Date Approved in Domicile:

Requested Filing Mode: Review & Approval Domicile Status Comments:

Explanation for Combination/Other: Market Type: Group

Submission Type: New Submission Group Market Size: Small and Large

Group Market Type: Employer, Association Overall Rate Impact: 1.5%

Filing Status Changed: 02/20/2017

State Status Changed: 02/20/2017 Deemer Date:

Created By: Jessie Knowles Submitted By: Jessie Knowles

Corresponding Filing Tracking Number: BCBS-126755351

Filing Description:

Rating Factors Applicable to Plan 65 Group Rates Effective July 2017 - June 2018

Filing Contact Information
Jessie Knowles, Actuarial Analyst Jessie.Knowles@BCBSRI.ORG

500 Exchange Street

Providence, RI 02903

401-459-1000 [Phone]  5382 [Ext]

Filing Company Information
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Rhode
Island

500 Exchange Street

Providence, RI  02903

(401) 459-1000 ext. [Phone]

CoCode: 53473

Group Code:

Group Name:

FEIN Number: 05-0158952

State of Domicile: Rhode
Island

Company Type: Health
Insurance

State ID Number:

Fee Required? Yes

Fee Amount: $25.00

Retaliatory? No

Fee Explanation: In accordance with the filing fee requirements contained in Rhode Island General Laws section
42-14-18, a fee of $25 has been included with this submission via electronic funds transfer
(EFT).

Per Company: Yes

Company Amount Date Processed Transaction #
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Rhode Island $25.00 02/16/2017 120224267
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Rate Information 
Rate data applies to filing.

Filing Method: Review and Approve

Rate Change Type: Increase

Overall Percentage of Last Rate Revision: 3.500%

Effective Date of Last Rate Revision: 01/01/2017

Filing Method of Last Filing: Review and Approve

Company Rate Information

Company

Name:

Overall %

Indicated

Change:

Overall %

Rate

Impact:

Written Premium

Change for

this Program:

Number of Policy

Holders Affected

for this Program:

Written

Premium for

this Program:

Maximum %

Change

(where req'd):

Minimum %

Change

(where req'd):
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
of Rhode Island

1.500% 1.500% $255,500 7,093 $16,887,800 10.700% -1.800%
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Rate/Rule Schedule 

Item

No.

Schedule

Item

Status

Document Name

Affected Form Numbers

(Separated with commas) Rate Action Rate Action Information Attachments

1 Plan 65 Group 2017-2018 Rate
Factor Filing Letter

INTRODUCTION GRP65 (09-
10), FRONT GRP65 (09-10),
ELIGIBILITY GRP65 (09-10),
COVERED GRP65 (09-10),
EXCLUSIONS GRP65 (09-10),
APPEAL GRP65 (09-10), and
GLOSSARY GRP65 (09-10)

New 201707 Group Plan 65
Filing Letter 2-16.pdf,

2 Consumer Narrative New Group P65 Consumer
Narrative FINAL.pdf,
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Consumer Disclosure – Group Plan 65 
	

Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Rhode Island (“BCBSRI”) has submitted its annual rate filing for 
Group Medicare Supplement plans.  This document gives an overview of that filing. 
 
Scope and Range of the Rate Increase: 
 
BCBSRI has proposed rate increases for Group Medicare Supplement plans for Rhode Island 
members. These rate changes, once approved, will apply to about 7,100 members.  The new 
monthly premium rates will apply to members upon the group’s renewal, beginning July 1, 2017.     
 
The average rate increase for these plans is expected to be 1.5%. The range of rate increases 
groups will experience is: -1.8% to 10.7%. 
 
The actual increase experienced by a group and its employees may vary based upon updated 
members’ claims experience in this market.  
 
Key Drivers for this Filing: 
 
The proposed rate increase is mainly due to the continuing increase in the total cost of health 
care in Rhode Island. 
 
Healthcare expenses are driven by:  

 how often and how much health care is received (utilization); and  
 year to year changes in Medicare deductibles and copayments.  

 
Increases in the cost of medical services continue to drive the increase in overall healthcare 
expenses. New drug treatments account for a large part of the increase. The increase in the 
cost of medical services is partly offset by expected savings from newly negotiated pharmacy 
prices. 
 
Increasing utilization is also a part of the increase in healthcare expenses. The number of 
medical services our members receive continues to grow year over year.  Medicare deductibles 
and copayments that are covered under these plans are expected to increase as well. 
Administrative costs factor into this filing, as do premium taxes paid to the State of Rhode 
Island.  
 
BCBSRI recognizes that providing affordable healthcare coverage is very important to our 
members.  We continue to work to improve internal operations to moderate both medical and 
administrative expense trends. And we are teaming up with our healthcare delivery system 
partners to develop and implement new ways to transform our business.    
 
 



Supporting Document Schedules 
Bypassed - Item: A&H Experience
Bypass Reason: See attached filing letter and enclosures.
Attachment(s):
Item Status:
Status Date:

Bypassed - Item: Actuarial Certification - Life & A&H
Bypass Reason: Not Required
Attachment(s):
Item Status:
Status Date:

Bypassed - Item: Actuarial Memorandum - A&H Rate Revision Filing
Bypass Reason: See attached filing letter and enclosures.
Attachment(s):
Item Status:
Status Date:

Bypassed - Item: *Medicare Supplement-Group
Bypass Reason: See attached filing letter and enclosures
Attachment(s):
Item Status:
Status Date:

Bypassed - Item: Premium Rate Sheets - Life & A&H
Bypass Reason: See attached filing letter and enclosures.
Attachment(s):
Item Status:
Status Date:
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